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NEW CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
 

Congratulations to our new Congregational Church 
Council who will begin their terms in January. 
Joining Eileen Mueller (Worship representative) 
and Ken Zamzow (Property representative) will be 
Kathy Oertel as president, Joyce Humes as Social 
Ministry representative, and Beverly Street as 
Education representative. Doris Zamzow was 
elected to fill a one-year vacated term for 
Secretary/Stewardship.     

 
 
 

LUTHERAN MEN IN MISSION FUNDRAISER 

 

Atonement’s Men in Mission thank you for your 

support of their hamburger and hot dog fundraiser 

on November 5th. They raised $267 and had an 

additional $100 gift given. This benefited their 

mission of distributing food each month during the 

school year to three in need families for children 

attending Jerry Allen Elementary. 

 
 

 

 
 

HOLIDAY COOKIE RECEPTION 
 

To kick off the Advent season and welcome Bishop 
Tiemann to Atonement, we will have a Christmas 
cookie and punch reception on December 3rd 
following worship services. Bakers, now is the time 
to get out the cookie sheets and bake a few dozen 
or so of your special Christmas cookies or bars to 
share with the congregation. 

 
 

 

Vision Statement: Growing Disciples 

 

   Mission Statement: Serving as the Lord’s Disciples 
 
 
 

 
ACTIVITIES & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Sunday School begins at 9:30am each Sunday.  
 
Bishop Tiemann will join us in worship on Sunday, 
December 3rd. A Cookie and Punch reception will 
follow services.  
 
Choir practice for all voices follows worship 
service on December 3rd and 10th.  
 
Pastor’s Scripture Class will meet on the first, 
second and third Wednesdays (December 6th, 
13th, and 20th) at 10:00am in Luther Hall.   
 
The Worship Action Team will be held following 
worship services on Sunday, December 10th. 
 
The Adult Lunch Bunch will be on Wednesday, 
December 13th, at noon.  
 
The Men in Mission invite all men to join them in 
Luther Hall at 9:00am on Saturday, December 16th.   
 
The Christmas Cantata will take place during 
worship on December 17th. 
 
The Congregation Council will meet following 
worship services on Sunday, December 17th.   
 
The Quilters completed six quilts in November. 
They will not meet in December so their next 
session will be Tuesday, January 16th at 10am.  
     
We will celebrate the 4th Sunday of Advent at our 
10:30am worship service on December 24th. Our 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service with Holy 
Communion will be at 6:00pm that evening. 
 

 
 

There will be no 4th Sunday reception in 
December. 
 
 

Our website is www.atonementlutheransa.org. 
 
 
 

http://www.atonementlutheransa.org/
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AWARDS 
 

Congratulations to Tommy Oertel on receiving his 
college ring November 27th.  His dedication to his 
studies is evident.    

 
 

  
PRAYERS 

 

We pray for those who mourn, those recovering 
from illnesses or hospitalization or accidents, those 
serving our city and country, and those who are 
homebound or in assisted care facilities    (Erlinda 
Leis, Milton Schram, Edna Long, Mae Mercereau, 
Fritz Baker, and Mary Arredondo). 
 

 
 

SUTHERLAND SPRINGS  
 

For those wishing to send cards of hope, love or 
encouragement to the families affected by the 
tragedy in Sutherland Springs, please use the 
following address: 
  
 First Baptist Church 
 PO Box 115 
 Sutherland Springs, Texas 78161 

 
 

 
Newsletter Deadline – December 24 

 
 
 

CHRISTMAS TREE FACTS 
 

1. The Germans made the first artificial Christmas 
trees out of dyed goose feathers. 
 

2. Christmas trees usually grow for about 15 years 
before they are sold. 
 

3. Evergreens have been symbols of eternal life 
and rebirth since ancient times.  
 

4. Some scholars say President Franklin Pierce 
was the first to place a Christmas tree in the White 
House in 1856. Others say President Benjamin 
Harrison brought the first tree in 1889.  
 

5. President Teddy Roosevelt banned Christmas 
trees from the White House in 1901 because he 
was an environmentalist. 
 

6. President Calvin Coolidge started the White 
House tree lighting ceremony in 1923. 

  
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS & THANK YOU’S 

 
Thank you to our two guest quilters on November 
21st. Evelyn Luckemeyer’s helper that day, 
Sandra, assisted her in completing two quilts. 
Mackenzie Kaurich, Dona Kellermeyer and Dona 
Wenger’s great-granddaughter and granddaughter 
respectively, was helpful with them completing 
three quilts with Iris Davis.  
 

 
 

ADVENT - December 3, 10, 17, and 24 
 

ADVENT IDEAS 
 

With so many secular influences we sometimes feel 
that we skip the Advent season and jump right to 
Christmas. Slow down, take a breath, and enjoy the 
Advent season which is the “expectant waiting and 
preparation for the Nativity of our Lord”. Some will 
take in holiday events and parties, others will shop 
for special gifts for family and friends, bakers will 
bake, and still others will take time to give of 
themselves to those in need. Below are several 
ideas we may remember from childhood or 
continue to participate in during Advent. Whatever it 
takes, let’s remember “the true reason for the 
season”. 
 
 1. Advent Calendar: Either purchase one 
or make one from old Christmas cards.  
 2.  Advent Chain: Do you remember taping 
together colorful paper loops and then removing 
one each day until Christmas Day?  
 3. Advent Wreath: As a congregation we 
have special readings and light a candle each 
Sunday in Advent, but you too can light an advent 
candle at home. (As a safety precaution, never 
leave a candle unattended.) 
 4. Jesse Tree: Based on Isaiah 11:1, a 
small tree or branch or even a banner is decorated 
each day with special ornaments or symbols that 
represent the Old Testament events to the Birth of 
Jesus.  


